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Turn in your Bibles to 1 Corinthians chapter 6.  We’re diving back into our study of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians this morning, and we’re picking up where we left off two weeks ago in verse 12.  As you turn there, I want to say thank you to Pastor Terry for preaching to us last Sunday.  It’s a blessing for me to serve with men like Pastor Terry and Pastor Mike, who are so faithful to preach the Word of God every time they stand in this pulpit.  Because Pastor Terry preached for me last week, this is the first time I’ve been with you since Christmas.  And Christmas this year was a brand new experience for Christy and me.  It was our first Christmas with Sydney.  And we had a great time helping her tear open presents at Mimi and PaPa’s and Nan and Poppa J’s and our house.  And Christy and I started talking about what Christmas might look like in the future and what type of gifts we’ll get for Sydney at different ages of her life.  And one of the things we talked about is that we’re probably going to get Sydney DVDs of some old TV shows.  I don’t know about you, but Christy and I aren’t real big fans of most of the stuff that’s on TV today, and there probably won’t be a whole lot of TV watching that goes on in our house.  But we’ve both got some older TV shows that we’d like to watch with Sydney.  For example, I grew up watching Andy Griffith.  Christy watched The Waltons.  We both watched Little House on the Prairie.  And then I was thinking about good old-fashioned comedy, and I kept coming back to The Three Stooges.  How many of you are familiar with The Three Stooges?  I heard somebody say one time that The Three Stooges only has one main story.  It happens 1000 different ways in 1000 different episodes, but it’s always the same story.  Larry, Curly, and Moe have some sort of task or job or mission that they’re supposed to accomplish… like moving a piano or baking a cake or pouring a sidewalk or hanging wallpaper.  And sometimes they start out pretty good.  But it never fails that somehow those three stooges get distracted from their task and before you know it, they’re poking each other in the eyes, grabbing each other by the nose, slapping each other in the face, and hitting each other on top of the head.  And by the end of it, they’re so far away from what they’re supposed to be doing that they’ve totally missed it.  They can’t stay on mission for anything.  And when it’s The Three Stooges, it’s funny.  It’s a great comedy routine.  But what if we shift the discussion from The Three Stooges to the church?  Do you realize that Jesus has given us a mission? Jesus has called His followers to be about something.  He’s called us to be focused on something… to be doing something.  Do you know that?  If you are a follower of Jesus, then Jesus has put a call on your life.  Jesus has a purpose for you.  Jesus has a mission that you’re supposed to be accomplishing.  And your entire life is supposed to be focused on that mission.  My entire life is supposed to be focused on that mission.  Everything in this church is supposed to be focused on that mission.  And I wonder, as followers of Jesus, do we look like a mighty army that Jesus has sent out to accomplish His mission in the world?  Or are there times when we look more like The Three Stooges… distracted and off task and losing sight of what we’re supposed to be doing?  

And this morning, as we start a new year, I pray that God will use the truth of His Word to remind us of His great call on our lives, and I pray He will renew our passion as followers of Jesus and as the church of Jesus.  And our text today is the perfect text to do just that.  So let’s read 1 Corinthians 6:12-20.  Paul writes, “‘All things are lawful for me,’ but not all things are helpful.  ‘All things are lawful for me,’ but I will not be dominated by anything.  ‘Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food’—and God will destroy both one and the other.  The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.  And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power.  Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?  Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute?  Never!  Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her?  For, as it is written, ‘The two will become one flesh.’  But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.  Flee from sexual immorality.  Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body.  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God?  You are not your own, for you were bought with a price.  So glorify God in your body.”

We’ll walk through this whole text in a few weeks, but today I want us to focus on the last two verses, because there are some truths here that I hope will set the direction for our church for this entire year and beyond.  And I think the best way for us to study these two verses today is by starting at the end and working backwards.  So let’s start with the last sentence of verse 20.  Paul writes, “So glorify God in your body.”  This is the conclusion… this is the end result… everything Paul has said in these verses leads to this: You should glorify God in your body.  Now, let me ask an obvious and almost silly question: How much of your week do you spend in your body?  Are you in your body for two hours on Sunday morning and then you take your body off for the rest of the week?  Are you in your body when you come to this building and then you take your body off when you go to school or to work?  Are you in your body while you’re reading your Bible and then you take your body off when you’re watching TV or texting or tweeting?  No.  We’re all in our bodies 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  And do you see what that means?  If we’re supposed to glorify God in our bodies, and we’re in our bodies all the time, then we’re supposed to glorify God all the time.  You should always be using your body to bring glory and honor and worship and praise to God.  You don’t just glorify God when you come to this building.  You don’t just glorify God when you’re doing “spiritual” things like reading your Bible or praying.  You are to glorify God all the time in everything you do.  The way you act at school, the way you act at work, the way you act at ball games, the way you talk to your parents, the way you talk to your children, the way you talk to your spouse, the way you spend your money, the clothes you wear, the movies you watch, the books you read, the things you text, the things you tweet… all of it… everything you do with your body every second of your life… should glorify God.


I hope that all of us are starting to think this way.  I hope that all of us are starting to live this way… that we want everything in this church and everything in our lives to glorify God.  

The next thing I want us to see in our text is the reason Paul gives for why we’re supposed to glorify God in our bodies.  Why is it that everything we do is supposed to be about God’s glory?  Back up one sentence in our text to the end of verse 19.  Paul writes, “You are not your own, for you were bought at a price.”  The reason our lives are supposed to be about God’s glory is because we belong to God.  God owns us.  And there are two major ways that God owns us.  First of all, God made us.  He created us.  So God owns us as our Maker.  But that’s not the ownership Paul mentions in this verse.  In this verse, Paul says that God bought us at a price.  He’s talking about the fact that we are all sinners, and our sin comes with a huge cost.  Our sin separates us from God, and it costs us our life.  The price and the punishment for sin is death.  But God, in His great love for us, isn’t willing for us to be separated and lost from Him.  So He sent His Son Jesus to die our death in our place.  Jesus paid the price that we owe for our sin.  And God bought us out of death with the life of His own Son.  One of the words the Bible uses to describe this is that God redeemed us.  He bought us back for Himself.  And that means God owns us twice.  He owns us as our Maker, and He owns us as our Redeemer.  We were already His because He made us, and now we’re doubly His because He bought us at a price.  And that’s why our lives are supposed to be about God’s glory.  We should glorify God because He made us, and we should glorify God because He redeemed us.


But that raises a really important question for us.  If the whole purpose of our life is that we’re supposed to glorify God every moment that we live in these bodies, then we need to know how to glorify God.  What does that even mean?  What is God’s glory and how do we give it to Him?  It’s a great church word, but do we really understand it?  And several times over the past few years, we’ve worked to understand what God’s glory really is.  And what we’ve seen in the Bible is that God’s glory is when people see who God is.  Here’s what I mean: God is holy, God is righteous, God is gracious, God is good, God is merciful, God is loving, God is just, God is powerful.  God is all those things.  God is always all those things.  But God’s glory is when people see that God is all those things.  When people see God’s holiness and see God’s righteousness and see God’s grace and see God’s goodness and see God’s mercy and see God’s love and see God’s justice and see God’s power, God is glorified.  God gets glory, because people are seeing how great He is.

Let me remind you of some examples where we’ve seen this in the Bible.  One of them is Exodus 33-34.  In Exodus 33:18 Moses makes a huge request of God.  He says, “Now show me your glory.”  And listen to how God responds in verse 19.  God says, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence.  I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.”  And then in Exodus 34:5-7, God does just that.  The Bible says, “Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with (Moses) and proclaimed his name, the LORD.  And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, ‘The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion, and sin.  Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.’”  So Moses asks to see God’s glory, and God says, “I will show you all my goodness.  I will proclaim my name to you.  I will tell you who I am.”  And when God comes down to show His glory to Moses, God starts describing who He is.  He says, “I am the LORD.  I am compassionate.  I am gracious.  I am slow to anger.  I am rich in love and faithfulness.  I am forgiving.  And I am holy and just.  I forgive sin, but I do not overlook sin or leave it unpunished.”  And all of that is God’s glory.  

So God’s glory is when God’s love and grace and compassion and patience and faithfulness and holiness and justice are displayed for people to see.  God is always all those things.  But when we see that God is all those things, that’s to God’s glory.  

Another place where we can see this is Isaiah 6.  God appears to Isaiah in the temple.  And Isaiah tells us that there were two angels flying around God’s throne, and they were praising God.  Do you remember what the angels are saying?  “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”  Think about the connection between those two sentences.  First, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty.”  That’s a description of who God is.  He is the Holy God.  Then the second sentence, “The whole earth is full of his glory.”  God is holy.  That’s who He is.  And when that holiness fills the earth and people see who God is, that’s to God’s glory.  

So when we talk about glorifying God, what we’re talking about is showing people who God is.  We’re talking about making God known so that people see His holiness and His goodness and His grace and His love.

Now, let’s bring that back to our text today.  We’re supposed to glorify God in our bodies because God bought us at a price and owns us.  And now we know that glorifying God in our bodies means we show people who God is.  But how in the world can we do that?  When God is so great, and we are so… us… how could we ever possibly show people who God is?  Back up to the beginning of verse 19 with me, “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God?”  Make sure you realize how astonishing that sentence is.  The great, big, almighty, all-powerful Creator God of the Universe sends His very own Spirit to live in you.  If you are a follower of Jesus, God Himself has come to dwell inside you.  If you are trusting Jesus, God makes you His temple, and He sends His Spirit to live in you.

And here’s what that means: The way that people are going to see who God is… is through you.  The way that God is glorified in the world is when you go out into the world, with God’s Holy Spirit living in you, and you show people who God is.  Everywhere you go, you are taking God with you.  And you should be making God known, showing people what God is like.  That’s God’s strategy for how He will be glorified in this world.  God says, “I want to be glorified in my world.  I want people to see who I am and know me and worship me.  And here’s how I’m going to do it: I’m going to call out a group of people, and I’m going to buy them with the blood of my Son.  And then I’m going to send my Spirit to live in them.  And then wherever they go, all over the world, my Spirit will go with them, and people all over the world will see me and know me through them.  And my glory will be on display all over the world as people see who I am through them.”      


And Church, I pray that God will open our eyes right now so we see how significant this truth is for us… for who we should be and what we should be doing as followers of Jesus.  This means that the most widespread way we glorify God is not by getting a bunch of people to come to this building in hopes that they will see God here.  No, the most widespread way that we glorify God is when all of us go out all over the place, and we are showing who God is to all the people God brings into our lives.  People don’t meet God by coming to this building, because God doesn’t live in a building.  People meet God when you go to them, because God lives in you.  


You can think of it as the difference between a “Come and see” strategy and a “Go and show” strategy.  For too long, too many of our churches have adopted this come and see strategy.  We have an event or a program or a weekly worship service on a church campus, and our strategy is to get people to come to that and hopefully meet God there.  And don’t get me wrong, it’s not a bad thing to invite people to come to this building.  You should do that.  But it is a bad thing if this is the only place where we are showing people who God is.  God’s glory is way greater than that, and it should never be limited to this location.  What if, instead of the “Come and see” strategy, we adopted a “Go and show” strategy?  What if every week every one of us came to this place to grow strong on the gospel and to be equipped in our faith and to see more of how great God is, and then we all left and we went out into the world to show people how great God is?  What if everywhere every one of us went, God was being shown?  How many more people would see God’s glory if we spread it all over the place with a “Go and show” strategy instead of confining it to this building with a “Come and see” strategy?  I want to show you the answer.  I want to show you how much more effective God’s “Go and show” strategy is for spreading His glory.  Up on the screen is a map of the Mt. Juliet area.  There are 25,000 people who live in Mt. Juliet.  The marker you see on the screen is the location of this building – 735 N Mt Juliet Rd.  Think of it as a light bulb.  Even if the light of God’s glory burns really brightly right here, it doesn’t come close to covering all of Mt. Juliet.  There very well may be 20,000 people in Mt. Juliet who won’t see the light from this location.  But what if, instead of the light being contained in this location, every one of us took the light with us as we go?  On this next screen, we’ve put a light on the locations where all of us live…  Your house, my house, all of our houses… Look what happens to that map.  Look how much of Mt. Juliet is covered with the light of God’s glory.  Look at how much God’s glory spreads even beyond Mt. Juliet.  Based on that map, it is completely reasonable to say that we could reach all of Mt. Juliet with the gospel.  Do you hear that?  We could literally reach all of Mt. Juliet with the gospel.  We have 2000 church members.  If, over the course of this year, all of us, filled with the Spirit of God, would go out into the community where we live and share the gospel of God’s glory with 5 people, we would reach 10,000 new people this year.  Let’s say that 10% of them become followers of Jesus.  That’s 1000 new people.  Now there are 3000 of us.  Let’s say in 2015, the 3000 of us do the same thing again.  We share the gospel of God’s glory with 5 people.  That’s 15,000 people.  10,000 in 2014.  15,000 in 2015.  That’s 25,000.  Guess what?  That’s all of Mt. Juliet in two years!  Church, we can reach this entire city.  And that doesn’t even take into account the fact that there are other believers and other churches in this city.  And we pray every week for them to do the same thing.  If we get serious about taking the Spirit of God who lives in us out into this community and making Him known, we can reach all 25,000 people in Mt. Juliet with the gospel of God’s glory.  Now, all 25,000 may never fit on this campus.  But that’s not the point.  We aren’t trying to contain God’s glory.  We’re trying to spread God’s glory.  And that’s why we don’t stop with Mt. Juliet.  Some of you live in Lebanon and Hermitage and Old Hickory and Gallatin and Murfreesboro and Nashville.  Great!  We want to shine the light of God’s glory there, too.  This is also why we send mission teams to Kentucky and Montana and Brazil and China… because we want to be a “Go and show” people who spread God’s glory all over the world.


And I told you at the very beginning today that we were going to refocus on the mission that Jesus gave us.  I want you to see that this idea of going and showing people who God is is the very mission Jesus gave us. This is not some new-fangled idea.  We’re trying to get back to what Jesus originally told His followers to do 2000 years ago.  Flip over to Matthew chapter 28 with me.  We’re going to look at the last three verses.  This is right before Jesus ascends into heaven.  And look at what He says in verses 18-20, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”               

The very last thing Jesus tells us… the mission Jesus gives us right before He ascends into heaven… is that we are to make disciples.  In other words, the mission Jesus gives His followers is that we are to make even more followers of Jesus.  That’s why we say we’re supposed to be reproducers.  Followers of Jesus are called by Jesus to make more followers of Jesus.  We are to help people become followers of Jesus, and we are to help people grow as followers of Jesus.  That is the mission Jesus gave His followers.  And that means if you’re a follower of Jesus, that is the mission Jesus gave you.  You should be able to name people in your life and say, “I’m leading them to become a follower of Jesus,” or, “I’m leading them to grow as a follower of Jesus.”  “I’m making disciples the way Jesus called me to.”

And we’re going to dig into this text more next week and focus on what it means to make disciples.  But today I want to make sure we see the strategy Jesus gave us for making disciples.  He doesn’t say, “Come and sit in a pew once a week, and that will be enough to make disciples.”  That’s not what He says.  And He doesn’t say, “Everybody’s got to come to this building to meet God, and that’s how you’ll make disciples.”  That’s not what He says.  What does He say?  How does Jesus tell us to make disciples?  He says, “Go and make disciples.”  Go.  Go.  Go into your subdivisions… go into your schools… go into your workplace… go to your friends… go to your family… go to your neighbors… go everywhere people are and show them who God is and help them become followers of Jesus.  
And Church, do you see that what Jesus tells us about making disciples fits with exactly what we saw in our text today?  The strategy for making disciples is not that everybody has to come to this building to meet God, because God doesn’t live here.  The strategy is that we go to the people and help them meet God, because God lives in us.  We go and show people who God is and help them become followers of Jesus.  That is the mission Jesus gave us, and His Spirit lives in us so that we can do it.

And Church, we don’t want to miss the mission Jesus gave us.  We don’t want to get distracted and off task.  Your pastors have been praying for several months about how our church can focus on this mission of making disciples.  And we feel like it is very important for all of us to take seriously the fact that we should be able to name people in our lives who we are leading along in the faith.  We should be able to name people who we are leading to become followers of Jesus, and we should be able to name people who we are leading to grow as followers of Jesus.  So we’ve come up with a question that we want every one of us to ask ourselves, and that question is this: Who’s your five?  

Now, you may be wondering what in the world that means.  Who’s your five?  Here’s what it means: Who are the five people in your life who you can name that you are leading along in the faith?  Who’s your five… that you are discipling?  And let me say two things about this real quickly.  First, when you think about your five, it should include both non-Christians and Christians.  You should be able to name people who you are leading to faith in Jesus, and you should be able to name people who you are helping grow in their faith.  Second, five is not a magic number.  We picked five because when you look at your hand, hopefully your fingers will remind you of the people you should be discipling.  But we don’t want you to be legalistic about five.  For some of you, it may be more than five.  Take one of our church members, Tim Bell, as an example.  Tim is married and has six kids.  That’s seven people he better be discipling right there.  But he should also be able to name people outside his family that he’s leading to Jesus.  So Tim’s number may be 9 or 10 or 11.  For others of you, the Spirit may lead you to focus on three people… then you focus on those three.  The point is that you should be able to name some non-Christians who you are personally leading to Jesus and you should be able to name some Christians who you are personally helping grow in their faith.  And we hope the question “Who’s your five?” helps all of us to think seriously about who God is calling us to disciple. 

And we’re going to do several things over the next few weeks to try to help you reach and disciple your five this year.  First and foremost, we have to pray.  Will you start praying today that God will bring these people into your life, that God will give you opportunities to make disciples this year, that God will open your eyes so you’ll recognize the opportunities He’s giving you, and that God will give you the faith and the courage to step out in obedience and make disciples?  If you really desire to be part of the mission that Jesus has given His people, will you pray and ask God to lead you to your five?  And tonight at 6:00, we’re going to spend our entire evening service in a time of prayer.  We know that the only way anything of spiritual significance will happen this year is if God pours out His Spirit and does the work that only He can do.  We know the only way that we’re going to lead people to faith in Jesus, and the only way we’re going to help people grow spiritually, is by God’s grace.  So we’re coming together tonight to confess our dependence on God and to ask in the name of Jesus that God will pour out His grace and pour out His Spirit on us in 2014.  We’re going to spend some time praying for each of our areas of ministry and our pastors, and then we’re going to close by praying together specifically for all of our fives.  If you only come to one Sunday night all year, please come to this one.
Another thing we’re going to do is starting next week, we’re asking all of our adult Sunday School classes to meet in the worship center during the 9:35 hour for the rest of January.  And we’re going to focus on how to build relationships with non-Christians, how to start spiritual conversations with them, and how to explain the gospel to people.  I hope that you and your class will stay in here those three weeks, and you’ll use what you learn to reach the non-Christians in your five this year.
Third, we’re going to start a new ministry partnership that gives us the opportunity to live out this teaching as a church.  We’re going to partner with Joseph’s Storehouse, which is a gospel-centered food ministry that provides food for struggling families in Wilson County.  They share the gospel with every person who comes through the ministry, and they set up time for one-on-one conversations with every person.  And if you’re serious about God opening doors for you to have some of these discipling relationships, this ministry will be a great opportunity for that.  So what we’re going to do is we’re going to make the first Sunday of every month our food collection Sunday.  We’re going to ask everybody to bring in at least five cans of food on that Sunday.  We’ll have a team of people who will deliver all of them to Joseph’s Storehouse, and then the last Saturday of every month is when the distribution happens.  George Robinson, one of our deacons, is going to lead this ministry for us.  George, will you stand up right now, so everybody can see you?  If you want to serve in that ministry, help on the last Saturday of the month, share the gospel and disciple people in this ministry, George is going to be out in the fellowship hall after this service.  Go talk to him.

Fourth and finally, on the first Sunday night in February, we’re going to ask you to put this into practice in another way.  For the past several years, our Sunday School classes have had Super Bowl parties and we’ve tried to invite new people who don’t come to church.  But sometimes we end up with mainly our class members there.  This year, I’m asking you not to go to a party with a bunch of people from our church.  I’m asking you to use the Super Bowl as a chance for you to connect with some of your neighbors and build relationships with people who could be part of your five.  Go to a party in your neighborhood, or host a party for your neighborhood, and build relationships beyond this building.  If a few of you want to get together and host a party, that’s fine, but I’m going to ask you to have no more than five church members at your party.  Everyone else needs to be people outside the church that you’re reaching out to and getting to know.  I especially hope that you’ll invite some people who are far from Jesus.  That’s the mission Jesus gave us.  He called us to go into the world and reach people everywhere we go and make disciples.

And as we start this new year, I pray that we will be focused on that mission.  I pray that we will take God’s Spirit who lives in us and show people who God is.  And I pray that we will glorify God by making followers of Jesus.   
